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undertaking the ministry, he found, to his surprise, unex-
pected obstacles thrown in his way, and an insinuation
dispersed through the university^ that made him suspected,
not of any slight deviation from received opinions, not of
any pertinacious adherence to his own notions in doubtful
and disputable matters, but of no less than Spinosism, or,
in plainer terms, of atheism itself.

How so injurious a report came to be raised, circulated,
and credited, will be, doubtless, very eagerly inquired; we
shall, therefore, give the relation, not only to satisfy the
curiosity of mankind, but to show that no merit, however
exalted, is exempt from being not only attacked, but
wounded, by the most contemptible whispers. Those
who cannot strike with force, can, however, poison.their
weapon, and, weak as they are, give mortal wounds, and
bring a hero to the grave ; so true is,that observation, that
many are able to do hurt, but few to do good,

This detestable calumny owed its rise to an incident,
from which no consequence of importance could be pos-
sibly apprehended. As Boerhaave was sitting in a com-
mon boat, there arose a conversation among the passengers,
upon the impious and pernicious doctrine of Spinosa, which,
as they all agreed, tends to the utter overthrow of all reli-
gion. Boerhaave sat, and attended silently to this dis-
course for some time, till one of the company, willing to
distinguish himself by his zeal, instead of confuting the
positions of Spinosa by argument, began to give a loose
to contumelious language, and virulent invectives, which
Boerhaave was so little pleased with, that, at last, he could
not forbear asking him, whether he had ever read the
author he declaimed against.

The orator, not being able to make much answer, was
checked in the midst of his invectives, but not without
feeling a secret resentment against the person who had, at
once, interrupted bis harangue, and exposed his ignorance.

This was observed by a stranger who was in the boat
with them; he inquired of his neighbour the name of the
young man, whose question had put an end to the dis-